REFERENCE LAKES

Plains Region – Lakes with < 20% of watershed in crop and urban combined, and > 50% of watershed in grass land cover. No point sources or CAFOs.

MU#
Lake


TP μg/L

  85    
Marie


14

  80    
Viking


25

131  
Hazel Creek

27

  83    
Bethany

30

164  
Elmwood

52

185  
Harrison County
52

  94    
Lamar


72

* 75th percentile = 52 ug/L

25th Percentile = 35ug/L

Median = 50ug/L

Ozark Border Region – Lakes with < 20% of watershed in crop and urban combined. No point sources or CAFOs.

MU#
Lake


TP μg/L

21
Goose Creek

12

  2
Pinnacle

19

10
Northwoods

21

26
Bella Vista

23

22
Ann


40

23
Wanda Lee

46

29
Tywappity

47

28
Girardeau

51

24
Fredricktown

59

*75th percentile = 46ug/L

25th Percentile = 22ug/L

Median = 40ug/L

Ozark Highland Region – Lakes with < 20% of watershed in crop and urban combined, and > 50% forest land cover. No point sources of CAFOs.

MU#
Lake


TP μg/L

  18
Capri


  6

112
Shayne


  6

  39
Council Bluff

  7

  17
Carmel


  8

  33
Forche Creek

  9

109
Loggers

  9

  20
Monsanto

  9

  19
Marseilles

  9

102
Noblet


11

  40
Sunnen

12

  37
Lower Taum Sauk
12

146
Crane


14

106
Roby


15

108
Turner


17

105
Austin


19

  35
Miller


20

186
Bismark

20

104
Sims


24

  32
Ripley


24

107
Ziske 


26

110
Little Prairie

27

  11
Peaceful Valley
30

111
Indian Hills

32

*75th percentile = 22ug/L

25th Percentile = 12ug/L

Median = 20ug/L

The 20% value came from Determining Ecoregional Reference Conditions for Nutrients, Secchi Depth and Chlorophyll a in Kansas Lakes and Reservoirs (Dodds et al. 2006). 

In the reference approach section of EPA’s guidance document for Lake and Reservoir nutrient criteria it states “Reference lakes could be chosen from watersheds that have an established minimum percentage of existing natural vegetation cover, such as 50 percent or more.” 

